
              

Friday 13th September 2019  
Dear Parents, 

 

ELM CLASS LETTER – AUTUMN TERM 

 

I hope you have all had a brilliant summer break; I have had a lovely few weeks rest and am 

feeling recharged and ready to get started with my new members of Elm. We have many 

exciting plans for the new term! Mrs Hawes will be working with us every morning and Mrs 

Hogan will be joining us all day on a Tuesday and Thursday to help support in class and with 

intervention groups. 

Below is a general outline of what we will be doing until Christmas and some pointers to help the 

year start seamlessly. 

 

Creative curriculum 

The first few weeks back we have a whole school topic based on Japan. We will be doing 

creative activities linked to Japan to help us learn about the culture, geography and history of 

this fascinating country.  

After this, our main topic will be ‘Treasure’. We will be looking at the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, 

we will be learning about the invasions of the Vikings, the Viking way of life and Alfred the 

Great. We also have a great day planned where a Viking will visit us! There will be a topic web 

sent home in a few weeks with further details on our first class topic.  

 

English 

We will be studying the writing style of instructions, information and explanations based around 

the ‘Treasure’ topic. We will be looking at historical based storybooks and learning about what 

life was like in the times of the Vikings. There will be a focus on grammar and punctuation, 

particularly on speech marks, conjunctions, basic capital letters and full stops, simple and 

compound sentences. We will also be developing a further understanding of nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, adverbial phrases and prepositions. 

 

Spelling 

We will continue to use the spelling scheme Spelling Shed; this has proved successful and 

motivational over the last year and the structure meets the needs of children by progressing 

through the stages of work for each age group. There will be online homework linked to this as 
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well as several spelling sessions each week in class. At the start of each term (Autumn, Spring 

and Summer) we will also send home a list of challenge words for your child to learn, these will 

appear on the children’s homework sheets and I have also set them on Spelling Shed so they can 

be practiced throughout each term, these should be continually worked on. I will not formally 

test the children but I will ask them to write some sentences using these words (dictations) at 

the end of each term. 

 

Reading 

Every child will have a school reading book. Even though most children are free readers now 

these books still need to be checked and recorded at school by an adult so we can monitor what 

the children are reading. It is your child’s responsibility to have their home/school reading book 

in school every day and their responsibility to change these when needed. We have experienced 

volunteers coming in to hear the children read once a week and pupils will also read to an adult 

during guided reading sessions at least once a week. Also, as part of the daily guided reading 

sessions myself and Mrs Hawes will hear children read in small groups and discuss various texts 

in detail. Children will also need to read daily at home to an adult as part of the homework 

regime as this has been proven to increase the attainment considerably, I would really 

appreciate it if you could use your child’s Reading Record to help me monitor your child’s reading 

progress. 

 

Handwriting 

Every week the children will have a handwriting lesson to develop their skills, starting with 

correct letter formation, building up to joining letters and then finally developing a style. The 

aim is for all children to be able to join so that they can then be awarded their pen licence by 

the end of Year 4! 

 

Maths  

First, we will be focusing on objectives for Number – place value, addition and subtraction, 

multiplication and division. We will be doing a weekly times table session, where we will be using 

Times Tables Rockstars to support the learning of these times tables. Year 3 need to be able to 

recall 3’s, 4’s and 8’s and year 4 need to be able to recall all of their times tables by the end of 

the academic year. Year 4 took part in a pilot of the new National Times Table test at the end 

of June last year. This test is being launched officially this year so all year 4 will be tested on 

their times tables in June/July.  Being secure in times tables is so important for most areas of 

maths so it would be great if you could support your child with learning these at home. The 

children have login details for Times Tables Rockstars so they can use this tool to help them 

practice at home too.  

 

 

 



              

Science 

We will be starting our science off this year with Animals (including humans) looking at the 

digestive system and teeth! The work will be investigative and will encourage children to work 

scientifically, for example, asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific 

enquiry to answer them.  

 

Computing  

Firstly, we will be learning about e-safety to ensure safe, respectful and responsible use of 

technology. We will use our Google Legends program, which helps the children work safely, this 

year we will be focusing on being Secure and Kind on the internet.  Throughout the year, we will 

look at some more general word processing skills, for example saving work published, basic 

typing skills, key features of layout and design, developing editing skills and using spell checker.  

We will be working on the unit ‘We are opinion pollsters’ to develop our computing skills in 

programming and once we have started our Vikings topic we will be using ‘Scratch’ to create 

some animated Viking stories. 

 

RE 

We will have one lesson of RE a week. Our first unit for RE will be ‘People of God’ where we will 

investigate the question ‘What is it like to follow God?’ then we will start our second topic of 

‘What are the deeper meanings of Festivals?’ . 

 

PE 

We will have two PE sessions every week. The first will be on a Monday afternoon where we will 

be starting our Real PE Unit, the first unit is focusing on personal skills, Miss England will be 

supporting us in these sessions.  

The second PE session will be Rugby on a Tuesday afternoon, this will be led by an outside 

provider and Miss Hirst. This will take place on the school field, please ensure that your child 

has warm suitable clothes for this activity. Trainers will be appropriate for these sessions. 

 

Music 

Through the First Access program, we will be learning how to play a brass instrument on a 

Wednesday afternoon, the children will bring the instrument home in due course to practice! A 

separate letter will follow.  

 

French 

Children will have one French lesson a week and will develop basic French vocabulary, listen to 

and join in with French songs and hear French stories. This work is mainly verbal and follows the 

Catherine Cheater scheme. 

 

 



              

PSHE 

 

 

 

Homework 

A parent’s guide has already been sent home and Elm class will follow these procedures – 

Homework set every other Monday, 10 days to complete incl. My Maths, Spelling Shed and task. 

Children will be asked back at lunch if this is not completed.  

I am really looking forward to working with both Elm class and you this year; I hope to see you 

for Path time if you can make it (first Friday of every month 8.30-9am).  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns about your child, you can pop in 

after school, send me a note via your child, or email me: 

 

m.hirst@newbottleandcharlton.co.uk 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Miss Hirst 
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