
              

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Welcome Back January 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
                                     I’d like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and I hope you had a lovely Christmas. 
Tomorrow the children start back at school and we will be starting with our whole school topic of ‘Schools 
Through the Ages’ as the beginning to our celebrations to mark our 150 Year Anniversary. 
 

Currently we are still on for our Victorian School day on Friday 7th January (details were given in the last four 

newsletters). We would love the children to dress up in a Victorian style school uniform to transform our school 

back in time.  Here are some ideas for costumes that were shared with you. 

Victorian girl costume 
A long, dark-coloured dress or skirt with a long sleeved blouse. You could add a shawl around the shoulders and 
a head scarf around the head to accessorise. If you can’t get a long dark dress/skirt for a child, get a knee-
length adult one and tighten the waist with a belt. Plimsolls or ballet pumps on the feet would be ideal. 
Victorian boy costume 
Go for dark trousers, and a white or cream shirt. You could add a dark coloured waist coast. Fasten on a bow 
tie or tie an adult tie into a bow around the neck. School shoes on the feet would be fine. 

 
Children will find out what school life was like in the past starting in the Victorian times and then comparing it 
to other periods up to the present day. We will be looking at how the school building has changed and look at 
the different subjects that were taught and what the school day was like. We have found some photos to share 
with the children, particularly from 1980s and 1990s. Staff will also be sharing photos and work from when they 
went to school. If you still haven’t brought in any work or photos if you went Newbottle and Charlton Primary 
you are not too late and we would love to hear about what life was like for you when you came here. 
 
As a launch to our topic I have set the first piece of homework which I would love the children to do over the 
next few weeks. I would love them to interview you or an older relative to find out about what school life was 
like and some key memories from primary school. They could record their interview with you on Seesaw, or they 
could draw, write or type up some of the things they found out and even share with us a few photos if you have 
some. This can be uploaded to Seesaw or sent into me. The normal homework grids will be given out on Monday 
17th January. Spelling Shed will be set from next Monday for Year 1-6. Reading books will be changed by Friday 
7th January. 
 
Due to the weather in January and February we have made the decision for children to wear uniform every day 
and not wear PE kits to school but bring them in to get changed. They won't need them for the first three days 
but will need to bring them in next week. Ideally this should be kept in school during the week. Children will 
need to have access to trainers on other days.  

Term 3 (Spring 1) 
Oak and Ash PE days (Wednesday and Friday) 
Elm PE days (Monday and Thursday) 

Birch PE Days (Thursday and Friday- Swimming)   
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Staff will send out class letters next Friday 14th January with all the details for the term up until Easter and I will 
send out key dates for your diary next week. The clubs list will be given out at the start of next week to start 
week beginning Monday 17th January.   
 

Key dates so next week include: 
Birch starting Swimming-Friday 14th January (Letter to be sent out tomorrow) 
Elm starting Forest School session with Miss Smith- Friday 14th January (Key info sent out tomorrow) 

150 Year Anniversary Service at Church- School only- Friday 14th January. 

 
As you are probably aware the covid-19 guidance for primary schools with the omicron variant are thin on the 
ground and we will continue to put in place measures to mitigate risk of the spread which include: 
 

• Good hygiene continues in school, pupils and staff wash their hands regularly/use hand sanitiser  
stations in school.  

• The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important and reminders to children will be  
given.  

• We maintain an appropriate cleaning schedule. This continues to include regular cleaning of areas  
and equipment (for example, twice per day), with a particular focus on frequently touched surfaces.  

 Rooms will be cleaned after each lesson if different classes are using it. 
 Good ventilation is important, with windows open in every room, we will identify any poorly ventilated  

spaces and take steps to improve fresh air flow in these areas, even if it is opening windows for 10  
minutes at a time.  

• Asymptomatic testing continues; lateral flow testing (LFT) for staff twice weekly. 
• Our drop off time is within a 10-minute window (8:40-8:50) and our pick up times are staggered  

between EYFS/KS1 and KS2.  
• Lunch is staggered into two sittings with EYFS/KS1 eating together and KS2 eating together.  
• Inside the majority of children will only mix within their Key Stage. 
• Each classroom and key areas now has a CO2 Monitor to monitor the air flow in the rooms.  
• Visitors/parents are asked to wear face coverings/ masks when they are coming into the school building. 
• No collective worship together in the hall for the next few weeks.  
• The staff room has been split again into the two key stages to minimise adults mixing. 

 
We will be having our Epiphany service at Church but we ask that no other attendees come to this service.  
 
Guidance for self-isolation if positive from the gov.uk- Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation 
period for people who record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most 
circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. Individuals may now take LFD (lateral flow device) tests 
on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer 
required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-
isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing 
at parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high 
temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to your education 
or childcare setting from day 7. 

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10-day period of self-isolation.  

Further risk assessments and our contingency framework for an outbreak within school can be found on our 
school website. Don’t hesitate to contact us if you any questions or queries. 

Kind regards, 

Mr Peter Smith 

Headteacher  


