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Well what a whirlwind this year has been. I don’t think any of us would have predicted this time last year 

what the academic year would hold, but it has had many successes and I am so impressed with how staff, 

children and parents have been able to adapt to the changes to learning over the last few months. I know it 
hasn’t been easy for anyone. It has been a surreal first term of my headship but I would first like to thanks 

all staff who have worked tirelessly since we went into lockdown and to ensure that the children were able 
to continue learning and have some social contact virtually. A big thanks to PTFA who have continued to 

support the school from afar, donating resources to support home learning and forward planning for next 

year. Over the last few months the governors, who have had to adapt to hold meetings a little differently 
over the last few months, have continued to fulfil their roles they would normally do and I have appreciated 

all that they have done for the school. It has been a long time since we have had the whole community into 
school, but it has been lovely to see nearly all of the children back in for a morning over the last few days. 

Today we said goodbye to Mrs Thomas who is leaving us after 5 years working at our school and we managed 
to include Year 1 and 2 within a socially distanced two-part assembly. We presented her with some gifts; 

Year 2 read her a poem, while Year 1 and the rest of the school sang her a song written by Mrs Bray virtually. 

We wish her all the best in her new role for September. 
 

I am hoping that September will be on track with the full opening of the school. Many of the protective 
measures will continue to be in place and plans are being finalised with support from staff and governors. I 

will share all details before the start of term. Following the most recent guidance, we will be expecting all 

children to attend school full-time from September. Bubbles will be made larger with Oak and Ash becoming 
one bubble and Elm and Birch will be another. This ensures children can get the right education provision 

and adult support. The curriculum will focus on reintegration into school and we will continue to deliver a 
broad and balanced curriculum ensuring we assess and support children in developing their reading, writing 

and mathematics, looking at last year’s curriculum, before moving onto this year’s objectives. Plans will be 
put in place to support all children in their learning to help them make progress whatever their starting point 

for the year. There will be different staggered start and finish time from September: Oak and Ash- 8:50-3:10 

and Elm and Birch 8:40-3:20 and we won’t be able to invite parents into school for assemblies or complete 
our daily act of worship in the hall but we will continue to do this virtually. Children will not need a book bag 

but will need to bring lunch if not provided by fresh start and a coat. Full uniform will be required and if you 
are having any problems with sourcing uniform please email us. 

 

If you have a worries or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact school, we will be checking emails regularly but 
may not be able to reply straight away. I do hope you are able to get out and about over the next few weeks 

and I look forward to welcoming everyone back on Wednesday 2nd September.  
 

Have a lovely summer,  

Kind Regards 

Mr Pete Smith  (Interim Headteacher) 

Notices 
 

Birch radio play is 
now on Birch blog 
 

All parents who 
have booked days 

in holiday club 
should have 
received the 
appropriate 
paperwork. 

Payments have 
been uploaded 

onto School 
Money. 

 
 

Term 1 starts on 
Wednesday 2nd 

September 2020 
 

Mr Phillips 
(Jasmine’s dad) 
will be the new 
parent governor 
from September 
taking over the 

role from Mr Pool 
 
 

Fresh Start 
 
Fresh start will be 
providing hot food 
and deli from 
September. 
 
Please order in 
your usual way  
 
Order for the first 
week of term will 
need to be placed 
by:  
 
25th August 2020 
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Message from Mrs Smith 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
It was lovely to spend some time with the Year 6s on 
Thursday after school on their last day of primary school. I 
was there as a mum to support Isabel so was completely 
surprised when I was presented with a few more gifts! 
A leavers hoodie which I love, a beautiful tree, a much need 
sun lounger and a gorgeous cushion with everyone’s name 
on it - thank you all so very much for these. I am missing 
you all very much and hope you are all doing well 
throughout these strangest of times. If Mr Smith will have 
me, I will be back sometime in the autumn to see you all 
again! Thank you so very much once again – enjoy your 
summer!  
Mrs Smith  
 

Safeguarding  

 
 

 If you have any concerns about the health, 
welfare or safety of a child in our school 
community please contact the designated 
safeguarding lead (Mr Peter Smith) or the 
deputy designated safeguarding lead (Mrs 

Louise Thomas).   
 

From September the new deputy safeguarding 
lead is Miss Mel Hirst. 

 
If you think a child is in immediate danger, 
please call Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 
(MASH) on 0300 126 1000 and/or call 999. 

Attendance 
Before the lockdown I know many children had 100% attendance so I 

would like to give a small recognition to those children. A special 

mention to Nat in Year 6 who has managed to never miss a day in 

school since he started here. 
 

Bethany, Mya, Reece A, Artie, Charlotte, George D, Joshua E, 
Samuel E, Callum E, Millie, Thomas E, Toby E, Isabella, Oliver G, 

Jorja, Adelaide, Aurelia, Nat, William, Elsie, Georgia M, Joe, 
Edward, Sarah, Rhys, Rohan, Florence, Isla S, Freddie S, Kiki, 

Toby T 
 
 

Term Dates 
 

 

Competition and Awards 
 

Our annual Sports leader cup is given out every year at this time and has been 
awarded to Isabel Smith 

Our annual RE award will be given out in September as the 
recipient is not currently in school. 

 
Spirted Arts Award School Winners 

 
Miss Hirst has sent the school winners to 
the national competition and hopefully we 
will hear back from them in the autumn 

term 
 

Here are the winning entries:  

 

 

 
 
 

 


