
              

Friday 13th September 2019   
Dear Parents and Carers, 

BIRCH CLASS LETTER – AUTUMN TERM 

 

I do hope that you all had a lovely rest and your children are ready for a busy and jam-packed term. We have Mrs Seamark and 

Mrs Hogan working in Birch this year. Here is a general outline of what we will be looking at up to Christmas and some pointers 

to help the year run smoothly. 

 

Japan 

For the first few weeks we will be starting the year with a very exciting topic – Japan. Children will be learning about the 

geography of this island and the key human features. They will also look at some traditional games, make kites and create story 

telling boxes. They will dress up in traditional kimonos and take part in a Japanese tea ceremony. We will complete a short study 

on the Shinto religion and learn some Japanese. After this, we will start our main topic which is ‘Natural Phenomena’. We will let 

you know more about this topic next week when we hand out the topic web. 

 

English 

Children have been looking at the Japanese form of poetry called Haikus and have written one. They are currently looking at the 

art of storytelling called Kamishibai and will retell a story to another group of younger children. After this topic has finished 

children will be creating 1st person narratives, newspaper articles and create play scripts for television reports.                                                                                                                                                                              

Punctuation and grammar will be taught through the English lessons- focussing on the terminology and applying their 

understandings into their writing. This term include studying word classes, relative clauses and the different tenses. 

 

Reading                                                                                                                                                                                           

In class we will be undertaking Guided Reading daily, linking this as much as possible to the genres they will be using in our 

writing. This term we will be completing a class text called Kensuke’s Kingdom before looking at non- fictions genres about 

natural phenomena. We also have 10 minutes daily to read for pleasure. The children will also use Reading Eggs programme 

regularly and partake in reading comprehension activities. You can view what your child has been doing on the site by using their 

login. Please continue to support your child to read on a regular basis and record this in their reading journal. It is nice to share 

books too and to allow your child to hear you read.  Encourage lots of discussion about the book, for example ask them to tell 

you the key events that have happened; predict what will happen next; what the key themes are in the story and discuss the 

vocabulary choices of the author. This year the journal is blank so there is more space to write notes.  
 

Spelling                                                                                                                                                                                       

This term all children will learn spelling patterns using the ‘Spelling Shed’ programme and this will again form part of their 

homework. Every two weeks the children will learn a new pattern and will complete different tasks in school during the first 

session before collective worship and in separate spelling sessions. Children will then get some interactive task to complete 

online for homework.  

 
PSHE 

We are going to be using a new PSHE resource this year- Coram Life Education and our first topic will be ‘valuing differences’ 

and ‘healthy relationships’. We will look at what makes a good friend; how to negotiate when working in teams and look at being 

happy, being ourselves. 
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Religious Education                                                                                                                                                                

Our R.E. topic this term both our topics will focus on Christianity by asking the questions ‘What would Jesus do?’ and ‘Was 

Jesus the Messiah? We will delve into these questions through discussion, role play and art activities.  

 

Mathematics 

This term will be starting by developing our understanding of place value before developing our strategies of the 4 operations 

and fractions. We will look more closely at metric and imperial units of measure before developing their understanding of shape 

and algebra. Some key objectives include: 

Year 5- read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1,000,000 and determine the value of each digit. Count forwards or 

backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any given number up to 1,000,000. Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 

digits, including using formal written methods (columnar addition and subtraction).  Compare and order fractions whose 

denominators are all multiples of the same number and identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, 

represented visually, including tenths and hundredths. 

Year 6- read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10,000,000 and determine the value of each digit. Use their knowledge of 

the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the 4 operations. Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems 

in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. Use common factors to simplify fractions and use common 

multiples to express fractions in the same denomination compare and order fractions, including fractions >1. 

 

Science 

We will link some science in our topic this term with some stand-alone lessons. We will be exploring electricity, making circuits 

and focus on classification of animals and how materials can change states. As always this will include investigations by 

exploring, predicting, classifying and looking for patterns through observations.  

                                                                                                                                                                       

Physical Education                                                                                                                                                            

This term our PE days will be Tuesday and Friday. On Tuesday (until October half term) children will be learning about rugby 

delivered by a coach from ‘Northampton Saints’ and on Friday (until Christmas) Ms England, Mrs Seamark and Mrs Axtell will 

take children swimming this year to Spiceball leisure centre in Banbury. After half term I will be teaching REAL PE developing 

the balance and ball skills through different games on Thursdays. Please ensure that your child has a named PE kit in school 

every day and that if they do a sports club and go home in their kit, they are prepared for the next PE lesson. Already we have 

had children who have forgotten trainers because they have taken them home, which has delayed lessons. 

 

Computing                                                                                                                                                                                              

This term we will be linking lots of our computing topics to ‘Natural Phenomena’. We will also be ensuring the children have a 

good understanding of Internet Safety, by looking at a range of scenarios and discussion using the ‘Internet Legends’ 

programme.  Following that, we will be looking at our basic skills to ensure children are secure in using certain programmes 

including word and excel. We will also being discussing how to use email correctly.  

 

French                                                                                                                                                                                           

The children will have blocks of lessons by myself. We follow the Catherine Cheater scheme which focuses on spoken French 

though games, rhymes and songs. 

 

Homework 

Children have had their first homework sent out with a homework guide. Children will have 10 days to complete a task given to 

them linked to what we are learning in class. They will also need to complete a spelling shed and my maths task. If they want to 

they can come into class to complete the electronic tasks. Children who have not completed their homework will need to 

complete it at lunch. If they have forgotten their work, they will need to bring it in the next day. If there are any issues with 

homework, please pop me an email or come in to discuss.  

 

If you wish to discuss any of the above or have any other queries, please feel free to come into school to talk; or if you prefer 

contact me through e-mail on psmith@newbottleandcharlton.co.uk 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr Smith  


