
              

 
Monday 4th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Apologies of the lateness of my email last night, but I wanted to make sure families were aware as early as 
possible that there was a risk not all classes could be accommodated in school.  Myself and the staff understand 
the DfE’s view that consistency of learning is important for children, and we recognise that the relationships and 
routines associated with schools support children’s wellbeing. We are also very anxious with the rise in cases 
and the lack of consistency from different unions, local authorities and the government on the correct actions to 
take. We have looked carefully at our risk assessments and procedures and have made some temporary changes 
which will help further minimise the risk. Staff have been planning for different scenarios and have all reduced 
their contact over Christmas to minimise the risk of catching this virus and tomorrow we will continue to offer 
face to face teaching for all children.  The changes we are making are putting more pressures on staff but 
we feel this could work in the short term. The key changes being made in addition to our other procedures from 
September include: 
 

 Children in classroom bubbles rather than key stage bubbles to reduce mixing 
 Separate break-times and less time outside at lunch-times to reduce mixing 
 Staff staying within one bubble- some interventions will need to be paused or reduced. 
 Some staff wearing visors and/or masks in classroom bubbles and around school. 
 Reduce our provision for wrap-around care to reduce mixing. 

 
From tomorrow we will ask that you only book for wrap-around care if you are a key worker. After-school club 
will be closing at 5pm due to staffing. If you have already booked, you will be able to rebook for later on in the 
term as this is currently temporary for two weeks and your account will be in credit. Please talk to the office to 
discuss what to do.  
 
Please be aware that this situation may change over the coming hours/days/weeks due to changes in local or 
national guidance, or due to cases impacting staffing. We will update you with key information as soon as we 
possibly can. We know this is an anxious time for all with the amount of uncertainty and changes at the moment 
and we will always try to communicate with you as soon as we can. We do only hear information via the news 
when you do.  If we were to move to remote learning, we would be able to offer provision for keyworker children. 
We would appreciate you letting us know if you are a key worker and would potentially take up the provision.  
 
Other points I would like to share with you are:  

 If you, your child or another member of your family is showing Covid-19 symptoms please self-isolate 
and book a test as per the national guidance and let us know the results (see matrix for more 
information).  

 As we have to keep windows open in classrooms to provide ventilation, please make sure your child is 
wearing extra layers during this half-term.  

 A reminder that our PE days for this term have changed and children will be required to wear their kit 
to school on the following days: Oak and Ash class- Monday and Tuesday and Elm and Birch class- 
Wednesday and Thursday.       
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 Please continue to wear face coverings on site at all times when dropping off and collecting your children.  
 Please send Key Stage 2 children in on their own to class in the morning and say goodbye to them at 

the gate.  

 Where possible, we ask that only one adult drops off or collects a child to minimise adult numbers on 
site. 

 Please keep your younger children with you if you are waiting for older siblings at the end of the day.  
 
Many thanks to everyone for your support in the way we have managed pick-ups and drop off procedures, and 
of course to the children for following our systems and remaining so positive. We feel we have put as much as 
we can in place to minimise the risks in school but we cannot control outside our school environment. We are 
currently in tier 4 and you will find more information on the most up-to-date rules here- 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home.  
  
I know some of you will still be anxious to send your child back into school. Please do communicate with us your 
thoughts on this and we will support any decision you make. In regards to remote learning- please see our 
contingency plan for more details on what we would provide if needed to. Please also let us know if you have 
been having any technology issues as we may be able to support this if your child is required to learn from 
home.  
 
Happy New Year to you all. These times are extremely challenging and we thank you for your support and 
understanding as always. Any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Peter Smith  

Interim Head Teacher 
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